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ATCHAFALAYA BASIN LEVEE DISTRICT
P. O. Box 170

Port Allen, Louisiana 70767-0170

Phone (225) 387-2249

Fax    (225) 387-4742








November 7, 2018





A Regular Board Meeting of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District was held at the Office of the Board in Port Allen, Louisiana at 4:00 pm, Wednesday, 
November 7, 2018.  President John Grezaffi called the meeting to order and declared a quorum.  The following members were present:

COMMISSIONER


PARISH

Bill Flynn



West Baton Rouge
Kenneth Gordon


West Baton Rouge

John Grezaffi


Pointe Coupee

Spencer Harvey


Ascension

Karen Jewell


Iberville



Harry Marionneaux


Iberville 
Earl Matherne


Assumption

Jody Meche



St. Martin

Absent: 

Daniel Hebert


Iberville

Moise LeBlanc


St. Martin

Nickie Rockforte


Pointe Coupee

Also Present:

INDIVIDUAL


REPRESENTING

William Tyson


Executive Director

Nicholas Rockforte


Levee Board Attorney

Richard Sparks


Levee Board Operations Superintendent

Janice Jarreau


Administrative Program Manager
Crissi Canezaro


Administrative Program Specialist
Tiffany Weber


Administrative Program Specialist
Kristy Jewell


Human Resource Analyst

                                                                    * * * * 
President John Grezaffi asked for public comments.  Hearing none, he proceeded with the agenda.  

                                                                    * * * * 
After review, Commissioner Harry Marionneaux moved, seconded by Commissioner Karen Jewell and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the October 3, 2018 meeting as presented and to publish the minutes in the official journal.  
President Grezaffi asked that the board approve an amended version of the September Board minutes to include the approval of the professional service contracts which were inadvertently omitted from the previous minutes.  Commissioner Kenneth Gordon moved, seconded by Commissioner Karen Jewell and unanimously carried to approve the amended version of the September 12, 2018 Board Minutes.
                                                                    * * * * 
                                                                   NOTICE
Sealed bids will be received by the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin

Levee District up to 2:00 p.m., Wednesday, November 7, 2018 for the leasing for grazing purposes only of the following described property, to-wit, bid related materials may be obtained and electronic bids may be submitted online at www.centralbidding.com:


A certain tract of land laying and being in the Parish of Pointe Coupee, Louisiana, 

and in Section 33, Township 3 South, Range 7 East, and Sections 1, 2, 3, and 4, 

Township 4 South, Range 7 East, being the right-of-way acquired for the Evans 

Pont Levee and was 
quitclaimed to the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District by 


quitclaim deed dated 17 September 1957, filed and recorded in COB 45, Entry 251 

on 4 October 1957, records of Pointe Coupee Parish, Louisiana, containing 71.48 

acres more or less.


Said bids will be publicly opened at the office of said Board in Port Allen, Louisiana on November 7, 2018 at 4:00 p.m.

The said property will be leased as one tract for cash, check, or money order, to be paid in full, submitted with bid, for a period of three (3) years for grazing purposes only.

Prospective bidders are to satisfy themselves as to the validity of the land title prior to submitting their bids, inasmuch as the land will be leased without warranty of title except as against the Board's own acts.

Proof of liability insurance of not less than $100,000 with Atchafalaya Basin Levee District designated as additionally insured.  

The land will be leased subject to any oil, gas and mineral lease, that may exist now or be entered into in the future, the bonus, rentals and royalties from which shall be reserved to the Board.  All mineral rights shall be reserved to the Board in perpetuity in accordance with the Constitution.

The Board will not consider any bids submitted for less than $10.00 per acre, per year.

The Board reserves the right to reject any and all bids.


It is mandatory that all bids are submitted on forms provided by the Atchafalaya Basin 

Levee District otherwise bid will be considered null and void, bid forms are available at the 

Atchafalaya Basin Levee District Office, (525 Court Street) P.O. Box 170, Port Allen, Louisiana 70767, telephone number (225) 387-2249. All Bids should be marked in bold print “Grazing Lease Bid.” 

John Grezaffi






Janice G. Jarreau

President






Secretary

The following bid was duly opened and read:

Robert Allen

$1,859.19 per year for three years

Check included for $5,577.58.

Commissioner Earl Matherne moved, seconded by Commissioner Harry Marionneaux and unanimously carried to take the bid under advisement.

                                                                    * * * * 
Mr. Will Tyson advised the board that the Corps of Engineers will do the last phase of their levee inspection on November 28th.  If any Commissioner would like to attend, they should let the office know.  

                                                                    * * * * 
A meeting of the Equipment Committee of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District was held at 4:15 p.m., Wednesday, October 30, 2018 at the Board Office in Port Allen, Louisiana.  Commissioner Moise LeBlanc called the meeting to order.  The following members were present:

Moise LeBlanc, Chairman

Harry Marionneaux, Member

Earl Matherne, Member

Spencer Harvey, Member

Bill Flynn, Ex-Officio Member

John Grezaffi, Ex-officio Member

Absent:

Nickie Rockforte, 2nd Vice Chairman

Also Present:

Commissioner Karen Jewell

Tommy Hollier, Representative from John Deere

Mr. Nicholas Rockforte, Levee Board Attorney

William Tyson, Executive Director, Levee Board

Cecil Tessier, Assistant Executive Director

Crissi Canezaro, Administrative Program Specialist

Tiffany Weber, Administrative Program Specialist

Kristy Jewell, Human Resource Analyst

Janice Jarreau, Administrative Program Manager

Mr. Will Tyson asked to add to the agenda discussion of a clipper purchase with a representative from John Deere Tractors. Commissioner Harry Marionneaux moved, seconded by Commissioner Spencer Harvey to add this item to the agenda.  

1. Mr. Tyson said that when we made a recent order from state contract, we learned that John Deere stopped making the clipper we ordered and replaced it with a new model, but at a higher cost. As of October 1st, we had to go to the new model. A representative from John Deere explained the differences and improvements to the new model.  Mr. Tyson said he would want to order the model with the swivel hitch for safety.  The representative from John Deere said the printed pricing sheets are not ready at this time.  However, he will forward that information as soon as it is available.  

2. Receive and Open Bids for Used Equipment: 

NOTICE

Sealed bids will be received by the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin 

Levee District, in its office in Port Allen, Louisiana, up to 12:00 p.m., Tuesday, October 30, 2018,
for the following equipment and miscellaneous items for sale as is, where is with 
no warranties, expressed or implied:

Lot #1 – 2013 2815 Bush Hog – 3405 hours – Tag #1418 – No PTO Shaft – Minimum Bid $2,000.00

Lot #2 – 2010 2615L-12 Bush Hog – 4050 hours – Tag #1264 – No PTO Shaft – Minimum Bid $2,000.00

Lot #3 – 2013 2815 Bush Hog – 2368.6 hours – Tag #1419 – No PTO Shaft – Minimum Bid $2,000.00

Lot #4 – 2008 2615L Bush Hog – For Parts – Tag #1221 – No PTO Shaft – Minimum Bid $500.00 

Lot #5 – 2011 2715L Bush Hog – 2316 hours – Tag #1350 – No PTO Shaft – Minimum Bid $2,000.00

Lot #6 – 2007 6403 John Deere Tractor – 7939 hours – Tag #1186 – Minimum Bid $14,000.00

Lot #7 – 2007 6403 John Deere Tractor – 6468.5 hours – Tag #1187 – Minimum Bid $14,000.00

Lot #8 – 2009 6100D John Deere Tractor – 6853 hours – Tag #1249 – Minimum Bid $14,000.00

Lot #9 – 1993 Caterpillar Excavator - 6870 hours – Tag #830 – Minimum Bid $15,000.00

Lot #10 – 2008 Ford F350 – 84,134 miles – Tag #1212 – No Minimum Bid 

Lot #11 – 2003 Ford F250 – 146,183 miles – Tag #1098 – No Minimum Bid

Lot #12 – 2009 Ford F250 – 138,625 miles (wrecked) – Tag #1257 – No Minimum Bid 

Lot #13 – Junk Lot - Chainsaw Tag#1236 and 1237; (3) craftsman blowers-
s/n: 1F016DF1743,1S187N400108, 1F016DF2228; Detroit power bench grinder, kerosene heaters, A/C window unit- s/n: Y70243430; air grease gun; Craftsman riding mower tag # 1197, (2) floor jacks; computers, monitor, and camera, Murray push mower; air compressor tag# 1241; air compressor-s/n:D284404

All bids will be publicly opened and read at 3:00 p.m. of the same day, and any bid 

received after 12:00 p.m. will be returned unopened.

The right is reserved to reject any and all bids and to waive informalities. Bidders must 

submit payment in the form of cashier’s check or money order made payable to Atchafalaya 

Basin Levee District with their bid.  The Bidder must submit a separate cashier’s check or money 

order for each individual lot bid.  Any bid submitted without a cashier’s check or money order 
will be rejected.  Unsuccessful bidders will receive their funds from the Atchafalaya Basin 
Levee District by certified mail within 2 to 3 weeks of the bid opening.  Successful bidders 
shall remove the equipment within 7 days of their award letter.

It is mandatory that all bids are submitted on forms provided by the Atchafalaya Basin

Levee District, otherwise bid will be considered null and void. Bid forms are available at the 

Atchafalaya Basin Levee District, (525 Court Street) P.O. Box 170, Port Allen, Louisiana 70767, 

telephone number (225) 387-2249. All Bids should be marked in bold print “Sealed Equipment 

Bids.”  The equipment is available for inspection from 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Monday -
Thursday at the ABLD Ravenswood Shop, 9348 Hwy. 77 Spur, Fordoche, LA 70732.

Janice G. Jarreau





John A. Grezaffi

Secretary






President

The following bids were duly opened and read:

a) Crystal Westfall, P O Box 487, Livonia, LA 70755

      Lot #13 - $5.00

b) Eugene Jones

     No money submitted with bid.

c) William Anderson, 37135 Goodwood Street, Prairieville, LA 70769

     Lot #1 - $2,500.00

d) Dixie Surplus, 8435 Hwy. 165 Pollock, LA 70467

     Lot #9 - $15,678.00

e) Fairco

    No money submitted with bid.

f) Brian Dauzat, P O Box 248, Morganza, LA 70759

    Lot #9 - $17,125.00

    Lot #10 - $50.00

    Lot #11 - $50.00

Lot #12 - $50.00

Lot #13 - $50.00

g) TMI Enterprise, P O Box 74770, Baton Rouge, LA 70874

Lot #9 - $16,443.43

h) GNL Farm, LLC, P O Box 280, Morganza, LA 70759

Lot #5 - $2,500.00

Lot #9 - $25,601.00

      Commissioner Harry Marionneaux moved, seconded by Commissioner Earl Matherne 

  and unanimously carried to take the bids under advisement.

   There being no further business to come before the committee, upon motion by 

Commissioner Spencer Harvey and unanimously carried, the meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/Moise LeBlanc, Chairman



/s/Spencer Harvey

/s/Earl Matherne, Member



/s/Harry Marionneaux, Member

/s/John Grezaffi, Ex-Officio Chairman

/s/Bill Flynn, Ex-Officio Chairman

In Commissioner Moise LeBlanc’s absence, Mr. Tyson referred the commissioners to a spread sheet included in their packet indicating the bids received at the recent request for bids on used equipment.  He said overall it went well; however, two bidders did not include money with their bid, so their bids could not be accepted.  He proposed accepting the high bids for Lots 1, 5, 9 and 13 and to reject the bids for Lots 10, 11 and 12.  He said the bids for the three Ford trucks were only $50 each and he proposed rebidding them in the spring.  Commissioner Earl Matherne moved, seconded by Commissioner Kenneth Gordon and unanimously carried to accept the bids for Lots 1, 5, 9 and 13 and reject Lots 10, 11 and 12.  
Mr. Tyson asked the board for approval to increase the proposed cost to purchase John Deere Clippers since the company no longer makes the CX15.  The price for the new model would be $20,528.33 each.  Commissioner Earl Matherne moved, seconded by Commissioner Spencer Harvey and unanimously carried to approve the revised list of proposed equipment to be purchased.
Commissioner Jody Meche moved, seconded by Commissioner Harry Marionneaux and 
unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the Equipment Committee October 30, 2018 as 
presented.

                                                                    * * * * 
A meeting of the Insurance/Finance Committee of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District was held at 4:00 p.m., Wednesday, October 30, 2018, at the Board Office in Port Allen, Louisiana.  Chairman Daniel Hebert called the meeting to order.

The following members were present:

Daniel Hebert, Chairman

Earl Matherne, 1st Vice Chairman

Moise LeBlanc, Member

Karen Jewell, Member

Bill Flynn, Ex-Officio Chairman

John Grezaffi, Ex-Officio Chairman

Absent: None

Also Present:

Kenneth Gordon, Commissioner

Don Savoie with Simmons & Savoie

Elizabeth Minvielle of Brown & Brown

John Caro of Brown & Brown

Tommy Hollier John Deere Representative 

William Tyson, Executive Director

Cecil Tessier, Assistant Executive Director

Richard Sparks, Levee Board Superintendent

Janice Jarreau, Administrative Program Manager

Kristy Jewell, Human Resource Analyst

Tiffany Weber, Administrative Program Specialist

Crissi Canezaro, Administrative Program Specialist

1. Discuss Workman’s Compensation – Mr. Don Savoie of Simmons & Savoie advised the board that last year our premium was $71,160 and we received a dividend of $33,536.00.  This year the premium will be $73,843, since the payroll increased.  He said he cannot promise a dividend, but there is no reason to assume we would not receive one.  Commissioner Karen Jewell moved, seconded by Commissioner Earl Matherne and unanimously carried to approve the renewal of the LWCC policy for 2019.

2. Discuss Liability Insurance – Mr. John Caro of Brown & Brown advised the committee there is no change in the base policy premium, but the premium will increase $7,717 due to the purchase of five new trucks which were added to the policy.  Mr. Caro reviewed each section of the policy and asked for any questions.  Commissioner Matherne moved, seconded by Commissioner  Gordon and unanimously carried to approve the renewal of the policy. 

3.  Discuss Employee Health Insurance – Mrs. Jarreau advised the committee that there are

no changes in premiums or benefits for the year 2019.  Motion by Commissioner Moise

LeBlanc, seconded by Commissioner Kenneth Gordon and unanimously carried to pay

100% of the employees’ health insurance for 2019.

4. Discuss Supplemental Insurance - Mrs. Elizabeth Minvielle of Brown & Brown reviewed the policy for employee supplemental insurance coverage.  She said the policy with Colonial will renew with no rate change.  Mrs. Minvielle said they negotiated the dental coverage from a 15% increase to a 9% increase.  The vision coverage was quoted as a flat rate and no change.  Overall Mr. Tyson said this looks like about a $4,000 increase from last year.  Commissioner Flynn moved, seconded by Commissioner Matherne and unanimously carried to approve the renewal of the policy as presented.

There being no further business to come before the committee, upon motion by Earl Matherne and unanimously carried the meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/Daniel Hebert, Chairman


     /s/Earl Matherne, 1st Vice Chairman

/s/Karen Jewell, Member


    /s/Moise LeBlanc, Member

/s/Bill Flynn, Ex-Officio Chairman

    /s/John Grezaffi, Ex-Officio Chairman


Mr. Will Tyson reviewed the minutes of the Insurance/Finance Committee meeting.  He indicated the Workman’s Compensation premium will be $73,843 next year and this year we received a dividend of $33,536.00.  Our Liability Insurance will increase about $7,717 due to the purchase of five new trucks.  Our Employee Health Insurance will have no change for next year.  The Supplemental Insurance Policy will renew without an increase.  Commissioner Bill Flynn moved, seconded by Commissioner Harry Marionneaux and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the Insurance/Finance Committee meeting of October 12, 2018 as presented.
                                                                    * * * * 
Mr. Nicolas Rockforte, Levee Board Attorney, reported that the landowners in West Baton Rouge Parish have appealed the decision of the district court on the bike trail and it could take from 6 months to a year to be resolved.  We want to hold off on the future bike trail requests until this is finalized.  

In reference to the courthouse street ramp in West Baton Rouge Parish to access the trail they already have, it impacts two properties.  They are getting a letter of no objection on one of those properties, and the other property owner is not clear.  He said he would like to resolve this issue and allow them to go forward if they meet all our requirements, get the letters of no objection from the two owners and produce documentation of ownership we are comfortable with at this time.  They will sign the cooperative endeavor agreement to hold us harmless, so even if someone comes forward later and tells us they own it, we will be protected.  Commissioner Kenneth Gordon moved, seconded by Commissioner Karen Jewell and unanimously carried to approve this project as proposed by the attorney.  

                                                                    * * * *         
Commissioner Karen Jewell moved, seconded by Commissioner Harry Marionneaux and unanimously carried to set the Regular Board Meetings for 2019 as follows and to publish 

in the Official Journal:

January 9, 2019

February 6, 2019

March 6, 2019

April 3, 2019

May 1, 2019

June 5, 2019

July 10, 2019

August 7, 2019

September 11, 2019

October 2, 2019

November 6, 2019

December 11, 2019

                                                                   * * * * 
There being no further business to come before the board, upon motion by Commissioner Jody Meche and unanimously carried the meeting adjourned.
____________________________________           ____________________________________

Janice Jarreau, Secretary


           John Grezaffi, President

____________________________________

Linda Alwood, Contract Stenographer 
An Equal Opportunity Employer

